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L-R: Senior Warden Gerry Perez; Interim Rector Bruce 
McPherson; Assistant Rector Mariann Babnis; Junior Warden 
Craig Ryan; Rector Search Committee Chair Steve Esmacher. 

 
ASSISTING IN THE SERVICE 

8:00 AM  
Date Lector Intercessor Euch. Min. Acolyte Usher 

May 6 
 

S. Curbelo 
R. Curbelo 

K. Sharp S. Allen  R. Anderson 
R. Trisko 

May 13 
 

M. Yuhas 
P. Ballish 

J. Diggs B. Brown  R. Curbelo 
H. Tucker 

May 20 
 

J. Scott 
C. Wehrenberg 

R. Longmire S. Cone  T. Kirby 
T. Sykes 

May 27 
 

R. Anderson 
S. Bower 

D. Whorton S. Gilbert  L. Anderson 
R. Trisko 

 
9:30 AM 

Date Lector Intercessor Euch. Min. Acolyte Usher 
May 6 G. Sparks 

Z. Reger 
K. Kirtland D. Clark 

A. Kirtland 
D. Townsend-Gray, 
S. Eichhorn, A. Nelson 

N. Evans 
M. Powell 

May 13 A.Beckley U. Cooper S. McGeiver 
B. Nelson 

R. Bowen,  
A. Maurer, M. Wenzel 

R. Blass 
K. Kowalewski 

May 20 K. Evans 
G. Harwood 

E. Maurer T. Cloutier 
G. Jarmon 

A. Jarmon, 
C. Taylor, L. Tompkins 

A. Sparks 
K. Kirtland 

May 27 N. Short 
R. Grant 

B. Branham G. Perez 
C. Harman 

W. Gordon, 
K. Townsend-Gray, G. Sparks 

A. Beckley 
D. Taylor 

 
Altar Guild: May 1-15:  Mary Milan & Bess Sharland May 16-31:  Marcia Edelschein & Ruth Simons 
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HOLY TRINITY 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

13106 Annapolis Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720-3829 

Phone: 301-262-5353 
Fax: 301-262-9609 

Website: http://holytrinitybowie.edow.org  
 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
 
Reverend Bruce McPherson, Interim Rector 
     bmcpherson@htrinity.org  
Reverend Mariann Babnis, Assistant Rector 
     mbabnis@htriinity.org; (301) 809-1015 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00 AM – Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:30 AM – Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

(w/Children’s’ Chapel 2nd-5th Sunday  
- Parish Hall) 

10:45 AM – Fellowship & Education, 
Sunday School, Youth Group, 

Discussion Hour, and Adult Bible Study 
 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
10:15 AM – Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 
THE TRINITY TIDINGS 

Published monthly except July 
Deadline for Articles – 15th of Month 

Email: tidings@htrinity.org 
Co-Editors: Evelyn Kirby, Karen Sharp 

Feature Writers: Evelyn Kirby, Charlotte Zarate 
Business Manager: Sergio Coimbra 

Production/Distribution: 
Sally Gilbert, Sherrill Bower, Della Whorton 

 
Vestry 

Rev. Bruce McPherson – Interim Rector 
Gerry Perez – Senior Warden - term expires 2009 
Craig Ryan – Junior Warden - term expires 2008 

Candace Carlisle - term expires 2008 
Eric Maurer - term expires 2008 

Deborah Robinson - term expires 2008 
Annie Beckley - term expires 2009 
Tom Lackey - term expires 2009 

Kathryn Zarate - term expires 2009 
Rick Anderson - term expires 2010 
Evelyn Kirby - term expires 2010 
Ames Perry - term expires 2010 

 
Ex officio 

Mark Kalber – Treasurer 
Sergio Coimbra – Secretary 

Katherine Mathis – Chair, HTEDS Board 
 

Clusters 
Outreach 

Christian Formation 
Worship and Music 

Parish Life 
Parish Operations 

 
 

Holy Trinity – The Challenges Ahead 
by Rev. Bruce McPherson, Interim Rector 

 
   For this edition of the Tidings, I would like to depart from the usual 
seasonal reflection and review the discussion about Holy Trinity that was 
part of the Annual Meeting.  This is for those who were not able to attend; 
for those who were, but have forgotten; and for me, that I might clarify and 
document my own thinking about Holy Trinity and its very promising future. 
   First, and most important, the current trends do not give one a burst of 
optimism.  Here are some facts: 

• Attendance at Sunday services is on a downward trend and has been 
for a number of years.  Average Sunday attendance was 198 in the 
year 2000 and 167 last year and has decreased almost every year 
since 1998. 

• Sunday School enrollment was 176 in 2000 and is 42 this year. 
• The Youth Group has suffered a number of disappointments and 

this year there is only one child enrolled in Rite 13.  There are no 
candidates for confirmation. 

• Pledge income is up generally over the years, but the number of 
pledges is down.  In 2000, there were 132 pledges; and this year, 
119. 

   These trends are the result of a number of factors, but whatever the case, 
the central issue for us is what are we to do about it.  It is not sufficient to 
say that we will wait for a new Rector.  This is the work of the people of 
Holy Trinity.  And it means that we can’t keep doing the same things over 
and over. 
   For my part, I intend to initiate three ventures that will not of themselves 
change matters, but may create a momentum for change.  They are: 

• The Rectory – The Rectory is badly in need of restoration and the 
Day School is badly in need of space.  Therefore the Vestry has 
approved a joint venture with the Day School to explore the 
renovation of the Rectory into offices for the Church and meeting 
space for both Church and Day School.  That work has begun with 
the authorization of an architect to evaluate the current condition of 
the building. 

• Pastoral Care – The Pastoral Care Committee has been quite active 
and will, I expect, be even more so.  The Committee is anxious to 
reinvigorate it ministry with the commissioning of Eucharistic 
Visitors and closer attention to our elderly members, many of whom 
are not able to get to church.  I also expect that we will be able to 
expand Holy Trinity’s healing ministry by offering the laying on of 
hands for healing at every service.  It is one of the Church’s oldest 
and most honored traditions. 

• Racial Reconciliation – On the night before he died, Jesus prayed 
for his disciples that “they may be one.”   It is my prayer that Holy 
Trinity can built on its long tradition of inclusiveness and can truly 
become that “city on a hill” where the term “race” has no meaning.  
It is, after all, a human construct, not a godly one.  We must 
continue to build, not just numbers, but true understanding so that 
the dream of oneness can be realized in our time and in our place.  I 
have been inviting a few people to join me in creating a task force 
that I have faith it will expand in ever widening circles of 
friendship. 

   I hope that you will support the Vestry and me in these efforts and I 
hope that you will always be mindful of Christ’s command to preach the 
good news to everyone so that all may come to know the joy, peace and 

continued, page 2 
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WELCOME 

REV. NAN PEETE! 
L-R: Canon to the 
Ordinary, Rev. Nan 
Peete; parishioner 
Mary Yuhas and 
Interim Rector, Rev. 
Bruce McPherson on 
March 11.  Rev. Nan 
Pete was guest 
preacher that day;  
she also preached on 
Good Friday and 
concelebrated the 
Easter Day Festival 
Eucharist services.  

from the Interim Rector, continued from page 2 
love of a life in Christ.  Holy Trinity is a wonderful 
Christian community with a rich tradition.  We stand on 
the shoulders of many who in the past have given much to 
this place.  Now it is our turn to build a foundation for our 
grandchildren and their grandchildren and those who come 
after. 

Rector Search Committee Update 
by Tom Cloutier, Search Committee Member 
 
   As many of you know, we closed the survey with 
expected results. 
   By the time you receive this newsletter the Sunday-
evening, April 22, focus meetings will have taken place in 
parishioners' homes to discuss and clarify some of the 
points of the survey. 
   The committee will then put the final touches on the 
Parish Profile and turn it over to the Vestry for approval.  
In a nutshell, the Profile is our marketing piece for 
potential candidates which identifies who we are at Holy 
Trinity. 
   Believe it or not, there are candidates who are already 
interested in Holy Trinity.  Yet once the Profile is 
published, more candidates will apply. 
   Pray for the members of the Rector Search Committee 
and the Vestry as those candidates who are called to Holy 
Trinity answer God’s invitation. 

 
                                      photo by Arlene Kirtland 

 

Make A Quilt for the Needy 
by Arleen Kirtland, Koinonia Quilters 

 
   Koinonia Quilters invite you to join  Holy Trinity's 
ministry of making quilts for those in need – from the 
comfort of home!  We have kits available for making 
quilt tops that are simple to sew – straight lines, no 
fancy work!  This would make a great service hour 
project for teens with a machine at home or for 
someone wanting to learn to sew.  For more 
information, please contact me at church or at  
240-305-6514 or at lawnranger@unidial.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             photo by Evelyn Kirby 
In March, at the School Board-Vestry Visitation Day, 
Board Chair Kathy Mathis and Harold Sandy listen to a 
child name colors of the rainbow.  

 

Summer Services' Musicians and 
Singers Needed 

by Michael Arrington, Choir Director 
 
   Musicians and singers are needed for summer services in 
July and August.  
   Additionally, I am compiling a database of member 
musicians for the parish; I hope all of Holy Trinity's 
musicians of any age will contact me at 
marrington@htrinity.org or in person with their name, 
phone number, musical instrument and skill level.  I 
encourage children to include their names on this list! 
   Thank you. 
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 White Elephants or Trash to Treasure

by Beth Nelson, Hunger Committee  
 
  The Hunger Committee’s Annual Yard Sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 12, from 9 AM to 12 NOON, in and 
around the Parish Hall, so you still have a few extra weeks to clean out those basements, attics, spare bedrooms, and closets!  
Holy Trinity Hunger Committee-supported programs benefit directly from the proceeds of this yearly event. 
   Reorganize your home and help a good cause at the same time by donating furniture; housewares; children’s toys, clothing 
and games; yard equipment; jewelry and other “treasures;” sporting goods; electronics; books and videos; and other gently 
used items which you no longer need.   
   We cannot accept mattresses (except those for baby cribs), adult clothing, broken or torn furniture, non-working electronic 
or household items. 
   Our donation “drop off” is Friday, May 11, from 6 to 8:30 PM in the Parish Hall.  If this time is inconvenient for you or 
you need to have your larger items picked up, please notify Beth Nelson at (410) 798-1813 or d.nelsons@verizon.net.  Space 
for storage of donations prior to May 10 is limited; so please try to wait until our “pre-pricing” night on May 11, if possible. 
   We are always in need of heavy hauling help for larger items.  If you have access to a pick-up truck or large van and 
are able to help on May 11, please contact Beth ASAP. 
  

“You Should Do This” 
(Education for Ministry) 

by Vicki Esmacher, EFM Comentor 
 
   I first joined the Education for Ministry (EFM) program 
at Holy Trinity in 1994 when Father Tom Andrews put 
that gentle hand on my shoulder and said, “You should do 
this.”  I am sure many of you are familiar with Tom’s way 
of encouragement!  1994 was the first year for the EFM 
program at Holy Trinity.  I am very grateful that I made 
the decision to say, “Yes” to the EFM program.  EFM was 
a life changing series of events for me.  Simply put, EFM 
taught me that God wants me to serve.  EFM opened my 
eyes to discovering the many ways I can do that. 
   Background on the EFM program:  The University of the 
South, in Sewanee Tennessee, sponsors EFM.   EFM is a 
program that interweaves a theological study of the Bible, 
church history, current events, and our everyday lives.  
Sounds ambitious!  But it’s true!  It is a 4-year program, 
but you sign up for one “year” at a time – from September 
to June.  We have several books that are our guides.  The 
first year, we study the Old Testament; the second year, 
the New Testament; the third, church history; and the 
fourth, 20th century events.  Students (8-12) in all 4 years 
of study meet together one evening a week for 2 hours.  A 
typical evening session includes, for the first hour (after 
the howdy-do’s), one person sharing a “theological 
reflection” – that is, a event from that one's life, an article 
from the newspaper or the internet, or an object that is 
meaningful, and together we relate that to our scripture 
readings from our week’s studies.  Magically, or shall I 
say, spiritually, our discussion comes together in a way 
that has helped me (and other EFM students) to find God’s 
will for us – how to serve, how to minister, how to cope, 
how to be joyful, how to learn His ways.  Infused with all 
this is so much fun – we laugh all the time.  And, anyone 
you ask who has taken EFM will tell you what a great 
experience it is/was.   
   Now it’s my turn to put my hand on your shoulder, "You 
should do this." 
   Please contact me at vickiesmacher@yahoo.com, or  
410-923-4230, or comentor Elizabeth Chamberlain at  

echamberlain@mindspring.com, or 301-464-5897, to sign 
up for year one, beginning in September, or ask any 
questions you may have about the program. 

 
Thank You, Linda Eisenhart 

by Karen Sharp, Communications Committee 
 
   Over the past year, Linda Eisenhart has served as editor of 
this newsletter.  All at Holy Trinity are grateful for her 
tireless efforts in getting The Tidings to Liturgical 
Publications on time, often while facing ongoing personal 
challenges.  Thank you, Linda.  We appreciate you more 
than you will ever know! 

Heartfelt Thanks from the Altar 
Guild 

by Liz Biddle, Altar Guild Director 
 
   I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone involved for the wonderful help in making 
the church so beautiful for Easter.  The delivery of the 
lilies can be a daunting experience, but it was a 
pleasant one thanks to Ruth Simons and Marcia 
Edelschein for being there when the plants arrived.  
Also, thanks to Bonnie Williams, Janice Vettel, Bess 
Sharland, and Marge Laios for assisting me in 
decorating and cleaning the church in time for the 
Easter Vigil.  Thanks also go to Barbara Arnold for 
taking time out of her busy schedule to find the 
material needed to veil the cross during the holy 
services.  So many people helped during all the 
services that I'm afraid I may leave someone out.  
Thank you for our very hard working Altar Guild.  
You’re very much appreciated. 
   The Altar Guild would like to also thank everyone 
who purchased an Easter lily.  They remind us of a 
new beginning which is what Easter is all about.  Many 
thanks also go to Sally Gilbert for collecting for the 
lilies.  She wears many different hats in our church, 
and we’re very thankful for all of them that she wears. 
 

mailto:d.nelsons@verizon.net
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“Who Are Those Guys, Anyway?” or The Rector Search Committee 

by Evelyn Kirby, Feature Writer 
 
   When Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid were being tracked by a posse in the popular movie by the same name, they kept 
asking each other, “Who are those guys, anyway?”  It’s the same question that many people have being asking about the 
members of the Rector Search Committee.  We’ve participated in surveys, read updates on their progress, learned about the 
search process and heard reports, so now here is a little information about who “those guys” are. 
   The committee is composed of 12 men and 
women under the leadership of Steve 
Esmacher and with the help of consultant, 
Rev. Betty McWhorter.  They range in age 
from their early twenties to well into their 
golden years.  Their occupations, interests, and 
activities vary from child rearing, program 
mangers, cycling, fishing, web design, military 
personnel, private industry and more.   

 
  photo by Candace Carlisle 

  L-R:  Steve Cone, Rev. Betty McWhorter (consultant) and Sandy 
   Short during a light moment at a recent Rector Search Committee  
  meeting. 

   There are life-long members of Holy Trinity, 
those who’ve joined our church family in the 
last several years, but most have been active 
for 15 years, and the group as a whole has 
participated in practically every ministry and 
program area in the church. 
.
 

   Rev. McWhorter was assistant rector at a church during its 
interim period, and stayed on when the new rector was called.  
She is currently rector of a church with a day school.  These 
experiences make her uniquely qualified to guide our process, 
and, as she says, she wasn’t looking for more work, but because 
her experience so closely matched Holy Trinity’s, she truly felt 
called to work with us.  The committee members agree that the 
task is an awe-inspiring.  And they value the intelligence and 
hard work of their fellow committee members.  But most of all, 
they appreciate the input from parishioners, and their many 
prayers.  

        photo by Candace Carlisle 
   Committee members are Steve Esmacher, chair; Wade Brown; 
Candace Carlisle; Elizabeth Chamberlain; Tom Cloutier; Steve 
Cone; Leslie Garner; Chip Harman; Sandy Short; Gilbert 
Taylor; and Kathryn Zarate; with Rev. Betty McWhorter, 
consultant. 

L-R: Chip Harmon, Kathryn Zarate, and Steve 
Esmacher (chair) discuss how best to organize the 
information obtained from the many surveys 
received by the Rector Search Committee.  

 
Transitional Housing Corporation Seeks Furniture, Volunteers & Financial Support 

by Elizabeth Chamberlain  
 
   Wow, two years have already gone by since Holy Trinity last furnished an apartment for the Transitional Housing 
Corporation (www.thcdc.org).  Soon, we will once again have the opportunity to assist a family in its struggle to find its way 
out of homelessness.  Families that participate in this wonderful program are provided a furnished apartment at the TCH's 
Partner Arms I or Partner Arms II apartment buildings while they complete mandatory employment and career counseling, 
family dynamics and parenting skills, life skills counseling, substance abuse counseling and family therapy.  Currently 27 
families with 62 children participate in this program.  After 18 months, the families move into their own apartments, taking all 
their furnishings with them.  The apartment is then cleaned and painted and sponsoring parishes, like Holy Trinity, refurnish 
the apartment for the next family.  
   To continue to provide this mission, we will need assistance collecting donated items, shopping for supplies, arranging the 
move-in day, and setting up the new apartment into move-in condition.  It currently seems that our scheduled move-in date will 
be late June or early July.  If you have any gently used items to donate, would like to make a monetary donation toward the 
purchase of new mattresses, or would like to volunteer to help with any aspect of the project please call me, Elizabeth 
Chamberlain, at 301 464-5897 or email me at echamberlain@mindspring.com. 

mailto:echamberlain@mindspring.com


Page 6   Trinity Tidings 
Feed The Homeless:  Help Holy Trinity Make Sandwiches for Martha's Table 

by Chip Harman and Elizabeth Chamberlain, Hunger Committee 
 

   It is another sandwich-making Sunday at Holy Trinity: Tables stretched out in the Parish Hall with mounds of bologna, jelly, 
peanut butter and stacks of loaves of bread.  The plastic gloves come out, bags of bread are opened up, slices of cheese and 
meat start getting slapped down, collected and rebagged, ready for the next round of assembly.  
   For Holy Trinity parishioners and the organizing members of the Hunger Committee, it is almost a monthly ritual for the past 
5 years, but look past the noise and chatter and plastic bags, and what’s going on?  What happens to all this food?  
   At the end of the sandwich making session, Elizabeth Chamberlain and her husband Ken Wenzel pile the sandwiches into 
their car and head for Washington, DC.  There, they unload the bags and boxes of food at Martha's Table, a program that 
provides assistance to at-risk families and individuals, dispensing more than 3,000 sandwiches, 65 gallons of soup, and 65 
gallons of beverages, feeding 1,200 people daily.  Sandwiches from Holy Trinity may find their way to McKenna’s Wagon, a 
mobile soup kitchen that delivers as many as 1,200 meals a week.  
   For Martha’s Table, Holy Trinity’s contribution is probably absorbed quickly, so when you hear the next announcement for 
Sandwich-Making Sunday, bring extra loaves of bread, stacks of cheese, and jars of peanut butter and jelly.  Or join in this 
ministry to help your fellow parishioners; grab a pair of gloves and join in yourself.  The next session will be May 20.  
 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Day School News & Events 
by Lisa Hawkins, HTEDS Communications Director 

 
Day School’s Summer Celebration Camp Offers a Way to Beat the Heat from June 18 through August 3 
   Registration is now underway for the Day School’s Summer Celebration Camp.  Weeklong and two-week programs are 
available from June 18 through August 3 for campers age 4 through incoming 9th graders.  Explore the fine arts, dance, and 
cheerleading; develop athletic skills with pros; discover singing and drama; and enjoy weekly adventures.  The camp will also 
offer a Counselor-in-Training Program for incoming 8th through 10th graders and a Soccer Referee Certification course for 
incoming 8th through12th graders.  To view the full brochure and to register, visit www.htrinity.org. 
The Day School’s Wind Ensemble Is Superior! 
   Congratulations and bravo to the middle school’s Wind Ensemble for their outstanding participation in the Dixie Classic 
Music Festival on March 30 in Richmond, Virginia.  The students received a “superior” rating, the highest rating possible.  In 
addition, they received great accolades from the festival judges for their mature presentation and skilled musicianship.  The 
Wind Ensemble is one of five bands offered through the middle school music program.  Every student participates in at least 
one of the bands. 
Spring Middle School Band Concert: May 16 at 7:00 PM - Archbishop Spalding High School 
   Plan to attend this wonderful musical performance by the middle school bands, including our award winning Wind 
Ensemble.  Admission is free.  For more information, please call 301-464-3215. 
Graduation Ceremony for the Class of 2007: June 5 at 7:00 PM – Reid Temple 
   Join the Holy Trinity School Community as we honor our 8th graders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Holy Trinity's Vision 
...to become a dynamic spiritual center that reflects our 
community in its diversity.  Here people will be welcomed and 
accepted and will find growth and fulfillment in the vitality of 
the Spirit. 

From the Parish Register 
 
Baptisms on April 7, 2007, the Great (Easter) Vigil  
   Charles Jason Beitzell, son of Dannielle and Stephen Beitzell 
   Calvin Glen Rose, son of Amy and Richard Rose 
   Matthew David Brown, son of Suzanne (Trisko) and David Brown 
   David Kenneth Rand 

L: Assistant Rector Mariann Babnis prepares for Holy Eucharist at the  
Wednesday of Holy Week 10:15 AM service.  Come worship with us.   
All are welcome at Holy Trinity.

                                              photo by Karen Sharp 
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